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MEMORANDUM FOR,	 Chief, W3

FReKs	 SR/9-W28
SUBJECT:	 Operational Conference with AHCAMBISTA

1. 06 11 Nervember 1953, the undersigned met with AicstinaiA 4,
at our request, for a conference which lasted five hours. The meeting
took place in Washington EC and was conducted entire/7 in Russian.

2. AECANBISTA 4 inquired about
inastrach is several matters were left in the air between the two durinm
their meeting earlier in the year. It was explained -that E__
duties have now been assumed by the undersigned.

9. The first portion of the conference was devoted to a general
discussion of various facets of Pagoresien history andAECAHMESIA 1'
organizational matters. AECAMBISTAll related about his organization's
inability (and lack of desire) to reach a wrens agreement with
Aetrousky and the BCH. He reiterated that the present two seperate

.Organizaticoarrangement was sore desirable than any type of amalgamation.
This is preferable according to ARUM= 4, because of the undesirable
element within the B1R. The Angurt 1953 meeting betweenAFCARBISTA 4 and
Astrovsky revealed that Astrovsky wia unions to unite the Byeloruesien
emi7ration but only on his terms. According to AECIAMHSTA 4, the only

_potential within the fr' • nf interest to AMARBISTA 1 is the youthful
• 2Ca element locates	 River, New Jersey. Thi“ rroup is entilely

... , „ ,inaCtive politically, 1..4..4_	 necessary ir	 - element, and
Vegages only in social activities.

. .	 4. AISCAMISTi 4 offered a variety of intonation about the activities
of the Pails Bloc. He indicated that AscAzonsrs 1 as well as the rest of

-% the members:If the Bloc, are amenable to enterin, the Ammec en Colmittee.
• The Prevalent attitude among the Bloc membita:the American etsidttee
' has altered it's political orientation sufficiently to Iminent entry
:-therein by the minorities. However, to date this has been impossible
tecause of the machinations of the Great Ibsen" groups.

He revealed that ttinka:Lagmlun Committee has granted AHOAKEESTA 1
an opportunity to utilizer-U-14;MM IIHERATICK for broadcasts in the
Byelorussian language. Five individuals (one announcer, one secretary,
and/or translator and three researchers) will constitute the staff of the
Byelorussian section. It was implied that the five were bein7 subsidized
on a Cull-salary basis by the American eciermittee. J. IAMANOVSEI-of
New York City and Vincenty ZUK-HR/BEIEVITCH of 237 Brunswick Avenue,

-Toronto, Canada, have been selected for the research positions. The
-other names were not revealed except to indicate that the announcer
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would be a female. Initially the Byelorussian section will make only one
16-minute broadcast dailty; the material trmumitted will be limited to a

• concerted anti-Bolshevik struggle and will fall withiaolitical purview
established by the Committee.

•
5. The primary purpose of AECAMBISTA 44 visit to the United States is

to obtain approval from the AKCAJHUSTA 1 Rada members for entry into the
kwc!n possi,Itt.se. A rmmtin: held in New York City on the 7 November 1953

alas called to resolve the various ctifferenceiii this regard. Inclement
weather prevented many of the AlICANIISTA 1 leaders from outlying areas in the
:United States and Canada from attending. Although entry into the Jamaican Coumittee-
was:only preUnarily distussed at this Meeting, the Cleveland leaders
refused to attend. Instead they sent a delegate who vehemently pretested
taking any action of this nature which would compromise the minority group's
ability to speak out against the proponents of the Federated State.

Atommission was appointed at the conclusion of the meeting and
delegated authority to prepare a program which would be acceptable to all of
the ABCAMEKSTA 1 members am, which will be used as the basis for entry into
the American Committee. ANCAMBISTAh, nonetheless, anticipates some resistance
from certain AFLANBISTL lmembers, tut does not consider this to be an
irreconcilable dispute or one which will split AHCAMEESTA 1. He does nut • .
feel that entry into the American Committee will injure the prestige or

t compromise AICAHRISTA 1 in any respect.
•

. • Another APOWCSISTA 1 convention is ,schedsiled for the latter part of -
November. sn ABCA.NBISTA 1 delegations leaden, and members from the
United States and Canada have been invited to attend in an effort to resolve
the issue conclusively.

• 6. Daring his visit to Washington PC, AECAMBISTA 4 plans to keepvin-
appointment with Senator Alexander Smith (R-New Jersey) and Representative.
Charles S Karsten (R-Wiecoman) at their request.AKCAKEI3TA woe requested: '.
to appear before the Baltic Commission attar having volunteered to offer certain.',-
Supporting documentary evidence in behalf of the Baltic States optimistically. .
40fling that the Baltic States would similarly lend support to the creation
cif . a congressional Mormission for the various other minorities. • •

ABC. AMBISTA Is also stated that he intended to visit Mr. Waiter.J.:
,Stoessel, Jr assistant to the Chief of the USSR desk in the State Departientt
It is his desire to solicit some type of assistance whereby the ByelOMesieri
magration would be granted pendssion and facilities to wage an effective

. psychological warfare campaign. against the Soviets in the Byelorussian
R. Expressing strong criticism of the United States psychological warfare

ANGUCHSTA 4 stated that the United States has not effectively:,
eiploited the recent major political changes within the PSBR..
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' 7. At the undersigned'a request, operational matters were undertaken
next. LECAPHISTA 4 repeated all of the complaints expressed to C. --7"
during their May .3 meeting. He reiterated that the polAcies or our

. organization were extremely short-sighted and that we were guilty of poor
tactical planning.

He re-erephasized the difficulties and problitim restating to
....atHELSTA 1 because of the disintemmtion of plans foe% establishing the 	 ...

Political Action and Cadre School. He stated that unle.ss we were completely -
Sartain of following through with any of our plane, we should not broach .
any new ideas because disintegration of plans for new projects caused. greater
denorslization within MAOIST/. 1 than the extant apathy resulting from
undertaking no activity at al-I.

The undersigned explained that the commitments were made ttr
in good faith and that it had been our intention to implement, these projects.
It was indicated that the implementation of these projects was impossible
because of arcuourtances beyond our control and of the need to work within a
netioter budget. The matter was dropped at this point.

8. AECJHHISTA 4 inquired as to the possibility of establishing an Area
•Representative program along the lines proposed by ABCANSISTA 2. It was
indicated that the plan submitted by AECANHLSTA 2 was grossly unrealistic
and that budget limitations did not permit us to. hire four full-time
professors, to rent office space for each, to purchase automobiles et
cetera as suggested in AECAHEISTA 21s plan. .AECASHISTA 4 was informed that
.a modified area representative program was being considered. In view of
the relative inactivity of SECA/0MA' s 2 &min it was indicated that they, • .
if tenable to the arrangeteent, might be utilized as area representatives
in Belgium mid France, respectively, and that another Suitable candidaten
could be selected for England. The undersigned reiterated that current hudget
problems did not permit anything but a limited Area Representatives' .	 .
.program,, also noting that the personnel presently in our eniapy would have• .
to be utilized more intensively. LECAMBISTA 4 made no Anther •comients..
in this regard.	 •

9. The major operational issue, i.e. that of utilising C	 •	 in the
new ram team, was undertaken next. The undersigned related to AliCAMEIVI-A
Ii that Vs did not dec. it advisable, for security reasons, to include
C--	 _J in the team being formed for 1954 operations. It was indicated; •.
to ASCAI43I3TA. 4 that AECAMBISTA 2 refused•to procure any additional members
for Term III unless we considered using r_ 	 and that aCEIBISTA
.2 and the Field Case Officers vere at an impasse on zne issue. LECAMBISTA
•4 was informed that AECAMEESTA 2 had requested him to resolve this issue and .
that AECAHBISTA. 2 would abide accordingly.

" Initially AECAMBISTA It marvelled why he should have any voice
in the matter since AFEAHBISTA 2 was the AECAMBISTA 1 operations chief.
He felt that there rust be good reason for AXAMOISTA 21s wanting to
include C.	 -n in Team ILI. AISCAMETSTA 4 went on to extoll
aj virttleilfriSithat he himself saw no reason why
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L:	 :1 should be excluded because of the latter's strong desire
to participate in active nationalist work and becarse of his strong
ideological motivations. The undersigned emphasized the necessity for
elindnating any and all risks in such undertakings. He was told that
our procedures for assessing candidates have exonerated themselves and have
proven extremely accurate. AEC gaUSTA 4 then stated that he has little
faith 'in the machines" and that he does not understand why r_	 :1
should have been "suspected of foreign IS connections". He considered this
completelyabsurd and that no would voucn for his nephew's- reliability.-- -
The undersigned carefully caaained that the allemed IS connections were
only one of the many reasons why we considered r	 •M unsatisfactory .
for the type of assignment considered. This apparently placated AECAHHISTA .
4 somewhat or gave tan an opportunity to retreat diplomatically. Although
he continued to maitre r	 J to the end and to marvel at our reasons
for rejecting C.-	 ne agreed to prepare a letter, per our request,
for transmittal to AEC/Mann 2 (via our channels) authorizing AECAMBISTA 2
to drop C—	 :7 !rpm the new team.

10. The discussion then revolved about the topic of agent training.
AMAMBISTAl stated that "on the basis of reports received from the inside "he;.
could not reach anyotber conclucion .but that our training and preparation
of agents has been inadequate. He ,:commended that our training program be
lore intensive. He stated that it was mandatory to have almost as mach
political indoctrination as tradecraft instruction in order to exploit
effectively the agents inside. Accordirg to him, our 'intelligence take'

• from the AliqUOR Team II has been meager and of a very low-level nature
primarily
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Case Officers Comeenti From the above and framnther hints .'
dropped subtly by AECAIIETSTA b, it was evident that AECANHISTL 4 was intimately
acquainted with most of the operational details. He inquired whether or
not we had . received•any recent word frau the team which implied that he
was • kept an con on receipt of all messages. A normcomnittal answer
was given to acumen. 4 in reply to his query.

11. The undersigned further -indicated to AE0AMBISTA 4 that we contemplated
transferring agent training to FEMME if a minimum of three qualified •
candidates were found, and that training would commence approximately 1
Januar, /94. ARCM:SISTA 4 inquired whether or not we still. contemplated
using C.	 C7 of New York City as the operational chief in ZH410abteci Staten.
as bad been considered during AECAMHISTA 4 1 a discussion with
It was explained that it was undesirable, security-wise, to bring in more
people into oPerations than was absolutely necessary. In view of the fact that
the Field Case Officer will continue to have contact with ASCAHHISTA 2, as
Wore it was not anticipated that anyone would be required in the United States
on a full-time basis for this purpose. It wen arnlAined to.AECAHHISTA 4 that, if
circumstances necessitated, we could employ L .-	 n on a consultative
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basis. However, we considered t&ettilloistgratiiing could be handled
through ASCAMHISTA 2 as before. AECAMHISTA 4 did not suggest using
ARCAMHISTA l a 5, 11 or anyone else in any °hand-holding° or advisory
capacities and did not pursue the subject further.

Case Officers Connect: It is not known why ARCAMISTA 4 dropped the
subject and did not insist on a full-time ARCAHHISTA 1 repreemtative
with the agents during their training in the United States as had been
expected. The subject was raised several times at different instances to
offer =ARRESTS 4 ample. opportunity to express his views on this matter
tut elicited no other response than that indicated above. It is the
undersigned's opinion that AECAMEiSTA h. was concerned over AECAMBISTA 2's
status and activities manila time salariademployee and that he did
not desire to compromise ASCARRESTA 2 1 s stature as the operational chief.
It is felt that this can be used to our advantage and will afford
us full control over the agents during their training in the United States
without sharing their lovanat with a ASCATIBISTA 1 representative. If
DocessArY, Ocwairer, C. can always be used on a consultative
bade should the :gents desire to confer with an ARCAMICSTI 1 representative.

1. It may be desirable, however, to include 	 in the agent
training program in order to have a qualified 1E2AKB1STA 1 assistant for
Altar, training.

• 12. ASCAMSTA 4 re-broached the subject of establishing a program
whereby Byelorussian scholars would prepare analyses and studies on the
liyelorussiass question on the approaches to the Uyslorassian problem and
on general. topics of Byelorussian historical background. He stated that there
were several qualified scholars in the United States who could prepare
such studies, but that they were employed as laborers and in janitorial

•capacities and had littae opportunity to undertake scholarly endeavours.
•The undersigned expressed interest in this project and noted that we were
desirous of further ascertaining the qualifications of these individuals.

•:It was indicated to ABCAMBISTA 4 that we would consider employing
. one qualified Hyelortissims scholar who would wort under our direction in

the preparation of such studies. A brief outline to serve as an example
of our requirements was submitted to ARCAMBISTA 4. Several PRQ's
(translated into Russian) were also furnished AlWAHHISTA 4 requesting him
to procure the desired information. On the basis of information received
we would attempt to implement a study group project it we deemed that the

•candidate was qualified for this task. It was indicated that this was not
a coamItment to hire anyone but merely an attempt to investigate the
possibilities of finding a suitable candidate who would have access to the
desired information and was qualified to prepare studies on facets of

• 4yelorussian history as yet undocumented.

13. Returning to the topic of agent recnillment, ascossisti.4
lodged a ccaplaint against our non-utilization of qualified Byelorussian
youth in the United States and Canada. According to him, there have been
•aPproidatate3,y twenty Ryelcrussianstsewm the Cleveland area who enlisted
in the United States Army bectinteshrttiq desire to engage in anti -Ccasunist
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activities. These youths frequently approach their ANCANBISTA 1 leaders
requesting active national liberation assignments but have to be constantly
-declined. He requested us to investigate possibilities of using these

. candidates from both the United States and Canada before the source dries
up..

14. A meeting was scheduled for the subsequent day, 12 November, 1953,
on which the undersigned, accompanied by an agency notary public transmitted
the remainder ($6024.60) of the 110,000 AECAMBISTA 4 death benefit payment.
The attached quit-claim statement was signed, witnessed and this notorised.

•

C_

16. SECANICESTA 4 indicated that he anticipates rettrning to Washington
EC in apprcalmateZy one month at which time be will appear again before
the Baltic Ccamdssion. He indicated his desire to meet again with the
undersigned in order to discuss the studygroup project further and to
transmit the Mrs. AKCAMBISTA 4 was given a Post Office box mune in the'
eventhetided to communicate with or use it as a means for forwarding the
.PRQl s !hoed a return trip to Washington, D.C. be impossible.

•

'IS.. The following paeudonyie were used:

C_
•
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